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Harbour Grace: Cathedral of Immaculate Conception http://collections.ic.ge.ca/tours/gk_listing/063 . html

- Schoolnet Digital Collections

Cathedral of Immaculate
Conception

(Harbour Grace)

The story of the existing Cathedral of Immaculate Conception
begins with the establishment of the Diocese of Harbour Grace
and the construction of an earlier cathedral. Bishop John Dalton
became the first bishop in the new diocese on June 1, 1856, and
among his first priorities was the construction of a cathedral.
Dalton enlisted the assistance of Rev. Father Henry Carfagnini, a
man known for his architectural design talents. The initial
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception was modelled on St.
Peter's in Rome. Work on the cathedral was far from complete
when Bishop Dalton died on May 5, 1869. His remains are
interred under the main altar of the present cathedral.

Carfagnini replaced Dalton as
the new Bishop of the
Diocese of Harbour Grace
and continued work on the
church. The cathedral was
still not completed when
Carfagnini left Harbour

© 1998 Heritage Foundation p
of Newfoundland and Labrador Grace in 1880 to accept a
Larger Version  (24Kb) position in Italy. His

replacement, Bishop Ronald MacDonald, supervised the
completion and consecration of the first Cathedral in 1885. The
final structure had an estimated value of $350,000.
Unfortunately, the parish had failed to insure the church, and it
was destroyed by fire on the September 2, 1889.

Led by the efforts of local priest J. M. O'Brien, construction of
the second Cathedral of Immaculate Conception began almost
immediately. O'Brien was the first Grand Knight of the Knights
of Columbus in Harbour Grace when the John Dalton Council
was established on November 29, 1909. The Dalton Council
Knights of Columbus worked with other members of the
congregation to quickly rebuild the church.

The rubble-wall cathedral was built in a Gothic style with lancet
windows and two tower spires on either side of the main
entrance. The interior has high-vaulted plaster ceilings through
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Harbour Grace: Cathedral of Immaculate Conception
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the nave. transepts and chancel. The work was completed and
the parish held a consecration service in 1892,

The cathedral served as the seat of the Diocese of Harbour Grace
until 1965. The Diocese included all of the parishes and
missions in Conception Bay, along the Northeast coast, and in
Labrador. In 1984, the Immaculate Conception Parish celebrated
its 200th anniversary and in 1992 commemorated the 100th
anniversary of the existing building.

Years of wind and weather took their toll on the exterior
masonry. Restoration work continues on the Cathedral's exterior
stone to return it to its original condition. The twin spires were
removed from the building to make their restoration easier.

The Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador
declared the Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in Harbour

Grace a Registered Heritage Structure in April 1990.

Top of Page

oo Schoalnet Digital Collections

Newfoundland and Labrador's Registered Heritage Structures

http://collections.ic.ge.ca/tours/gk_listing/063.htm]

23/02/00 10:00 AM



y'g 4 (25
S 2 {7

*'ll Baccalleu Trail Heritag@liivantory u :
Ay ‘ ‘

i:!'i?‘-r’ F b Nesoaither * - g

= .
. L - Rs-+. B Y
" } Dale

y \V Y Inventory Humber
e i N e ; e e
VAL | od] | A7 0 i 0#0 m
£k U™ ' Clvic Addiess B

\ ' Lu} iV\'W §J( \'\ V. C.i Voo %

pulldog Memed o < O\ Lo [Bedy

" ~
“\H’%t g/{/k L & € W VY

Dale ol Consliucilon

170

Cuienl Ownal

IGGU of JUF = £ ok 4

Aschitec! | Bulldes
b (;{_7‘_-_*_,"3{ © } (L,{JID_
Dilglnsl Ownel Occupsilon ol Owner .
Molsbls Bubsequan| Onnels ! Dccupallons, [leasops |deptifled
Butiding Use Flon \
Y\{\\J\S“EKLVV-\ - rfc O\/\O)\ '
Bloleyh. : llool Typs : Roofid Msleilal
r”l /‘3\ : 5 ‘\ €. \f\) Cj QVME . (D \ C.t_‘k_ﬁ
Doyme Poshlon Doymes Type Exleilog Sheslhing
/Q 24 {(Brie &
14pe of Consliuciion . Foundallon Placement Foundallon Jype
O bouUe. < dove -
Hool Fud Eave Tjhn
V\Q/b/v\ AN
Typleal Dooj i hplcﬂl Wlutllo.w‘
bg u)\ﬁ} ;-n W oo d \Pu N ok (U l /\_\,’:L nsom % J H L /Q
Maln Enliance
? ConT (: wcodg
Olet Holes of Inlaresl : . _
o f as Cuskm lowse .
LLader u Stzei \Ob'\ D < \)c\ nents o S; \4 € o b NI
: ; f
gc CLL Cx_-c 5@ v UEE .
\'7) € e t_‘ [ S v"\r’\_u& (€ VI \ 8. ( i 7.0 T 3




